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Letter from the President
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DIOCESE OF TUAM, KILLALA AND ACHONRY!

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS WITH US




MOTHERS UNION DIOCESAN NEWS

2020 Theme:“Building Hope and
Confidence”

Last year ended with an election process and 2020
begins with the results.

The four Diocesan Vice Presidents for the

next triennium are:

Audrey Moore (Finance & Central Services Unit)
Mary Bourke (Faith & Policy Unit)

Canon  Jen McWhirter  (Fundraising &
Communications Unit)

Heather Sherlock (Action & Outreach Unit)

The four Diocesan Unit Coordinators are:
Rose Carroll (Finance & Central Services)

Olive Maher (Faith & Policy)

Ann Nethaway (Fundraising & Communications)
Dawn Thomas (Action & Outreach)

A big welcome to those who are new to Diocesan
Council. Congratulations and well done to those in
new roles and also to those who continue to serve
in former roles.Thank you to everybody for your time
and efforts. It is confirmed that our Diocesan Festival
with commissioning of officers will be on Sunday 17th
May, 4.00 pm, in St Nicholas Collegiate Church,
Galway.

The All-lreland Membership Development and
Leadership Training Conference, focussing on the
2020 theme of “Building Hope and Confidence”, will
take place in An Grianan,Termonfeckin, Co.Louth

from 27-29 March
2020. At present
TKA  will  be
represented at the
conference by the
Diocesan
President, the four
Unit Co-
ordinators and the
Diocesan
Secretary.  The
Worldwide
President Sheran  Canon Andrea Wills with Avril Walker at
Harper will be MU Activism Against Violence Event
visiting and she

will be addressing the congregation at the Evensong
Service on 29th March in St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Dublin at 3.15pm to which all are invited to attend.

Diocesan Council is scheduled for 7th March,
10.30am in The Parish Centre, Chapel St., Castlebar.

An added option for Make a Mothers’ Day Appeal this
year is that seeded cards are available-plant a card and
it will grow into wildflowers!!!! There's also a range
of life-changing gifts that supporters can give to help
communities around the world grow too!

Also released this year: “Praying in Every Season” a
NEW Mothers’ Union publication featuring a
selection of prayers, which reflect the joys of
significant times of year including Lady Day, Lent,
Ascension, Father’s Day,Advent and much more! Look

out for it online on MU Shop and in the
Spring/Summer catalogue.

The first draft of the new All Ireland MU Cook
Book is just about ready as this goes to print. It is
hoped that there will a demand for it at the General
Meeting in Belfast 25th-26th September.

A great occasion was celebrated on |9th December
2019 in St Phelim’s Nursing Home, Dromahair when
TKA Indoor Member Dorothy Joules became
100! Violet Lockhart, Mildred Gilmore and Myrtle
Nairn were very happy to represent Mothers’
Union in joining with family and friends at this
special time. Dorothy originally from England, lived
in Dublin before coming to live near her daughter
Shelagh McCrea and family at Ballisodare, quite
some time ago.

“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement.
Nothing can be done without hope and confidence.”

Helen Keller

“Blessed are
those who trust
in the Lord and
have made the
Lord their hope

They are like
trees  planted
along a

riverbank, with
roots that reach
deep into the

water. Such trees
Dorothy Joules with her daughter Shelagh
Mc Crea in St Phelim's Nursing Home, are not bothered
Dromahair b)’ the heat or

worried by long months of drought.Their leaves stay
green, and they never stop producing fruit.”
Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NLT)

MID-WEEK ACTIVE
RETIREMENT BREAKS

e No single supplement e Bingo evening
e T/C scones on arrival e Water based aqua class
e Knock Shine close by e Social Dancing on

e Music in the bar Sundays

Call +353 94 93 78000 to book or visit www.mcwilliampark.ie
Group rates available. Claremorris, Co Mayo

and confidence.




BALLINA
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QUIET DAY

Wednesday 4th March at 10.30am
In St Mary’s Cathedral, Tuam
Annual Lenten Quiet Day for all clergy and readers (Diocesan & Parish)
Led by the Rt Rev John McDowell, Bishop of Clogher.

Ballina Churches Together




“We had our fairy-tale wedding in Belleek Castle:
To say we were treated like kings & queens would be an
understatement. It was the most beautiful venue
with the most fantastic staff.”

Belleek
Castle

Bespoke weddings in
our unique and intimate
castle setting, County
Mayo, Ireland.

Elegant Castle
Gothic Styling
Renovated & Restored
Great Ambiance
Up to 200 Guests
Mediaeval Banquet Hall
Ancient Woodlands

belleekcastle.com
t +353 (0)96 22400

We can supply with all the
Equipment to Catch them,
but if that fails, You can get
CONTACT US the finest quality Fish at
Tiernan Brothers Foxford

094-9256731 tiernanbros@eircom.net
www.the moy.com




IN STOCK

DAVY’S LAWNMOWER & TOOL HIRE, BEHY ROAD, BA '-NA, CO. MAYO
PH: 096 77989 E: INFO@DAVYSTOOLHIRE.COM
: W: WWW.DAVYSTOOLHIRE.COM
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' ' Wills Bros Ltd

CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

With its origins as a family run company,
all at Wills Bros take pride in the standards
we achieve in our projects, which culminate in
numerous repeat contracts with our clients.

Wills Bros Ltd Civil Engineering Contractors
Ballylahan Bridge, Foxford, County Mayo

T: +353 94 9256221 | E: info@willsbros.com | www.willsbros.com

Reverend Canon Frederick (Derick) David Swann

IN MEMORIAM - REVEREND CANON
FREDERICK (DERICK) DAVID SWANN

Funeral address (abridged) given by the Rt Rev
Patrick Rooke, Bishop of Tuam, Killala and
Achonry in St John’s Cathedral, Sligo— 23rd
November 2019

From far and wide, we gather in this Cathedral
with a mixture of sadness, gratitude and hope to
bid our earthly farewells to Canon Derick Swann.
Sadness, because all of us here, whether family,
friends, colleagues, former parishioners or even
fellow parishioners in this Cathedral will miss
Derick’s lively, energetic and engaging presence
among us.

Gratitude because his life touched ours and so
many others, and one quickly realised that though
not one to draw attention to himself, he was a
reliable, strong presence who imparted
confidence. Not least Irene and the family will
have reason to be grateful today for who Derick
was and for all he meant to them.

But we are also hopeful for our faith assures us,
as Derick himself knew and believed and
demonstrated in the way he lived his life, that
death is not the end but merely a comma on the
road of life. Derick brought this message to so
many in the course of his 50 years in the ordained
ministry and those of us who have visited him
during his illness have witnessed his courage and
determination.Yes, he too was sad that his life was
ebbing away but bravely and with trust, realism
and his practical positivity, he assured us he was
ready to move on — demonstrating that he truly
believed that the Lord he put his trust in was
watching over him in his going out as he had done
in his coming in’.

Faith and loyalty to the Church of Ireland, was at
the heart of who Derick was. He loved serving
God as a priest of the Church and was utterly
conscientious in his work. He was one of those
priests who didn’t really believe in retirement.

He was recognised as a first rate parish
clergyman, but as a trainer of curates — many

parishes throughout Ireland are now benéefiting as
a result of that thoroughness and common sense
Derick instilled in those who were his colleagues.
He was also a diocesan man - serving as an Hon.
Sec. of the Council and Synod in Armagh, as a
member of various Diocesan committees and
Boards of Nomination, as a valued Cathedral
Chapter Member for ten years — the last five as
Canon Treasurer, and, perhaps not least, was his
service to education. He became an expert on all
things to do with education. For many years he
was a member of the Southern Education and
Library Board in NI, he also had a close
association with the schools in his respective
parishes and latterly as Chair of both Riverstown
National School and of St Paul’s National School,
Collooney. His knowledge of the schools system,
north and south was immense. And | know that
his respective bishops knew that if Derick was
involved in such matters, all would run like
clockwork. He could be relied upon and thrived
on a challenge.

But behind all this was Derick, the family man
although an annual visit to Old Trafford to see
Derick’s beloved Manchester United was always
required. Derick loved all sport and in his last
months, cricket, golf, rugby and football helped
pass the time and provided a welcome distraction.
David and Marina, Fiona and Stephen and
grandchildren Andrew and James, Lara and Sophie,
he took such pride in all your achievements and
loved nothing more than to be surrounded by
you — he was so proud of you all and what joy he
and Irene have had in recent years in having family
nearby and family to stay. And what a lot it also
meant that he had his own private medical
practitioner in David, with the wonderful support
of his own GP.

Whether in public roles in church or community,
or in the intimacies of family and personal life,
such good men and women are a precious gift. It
is when they are gone that we become keenly
aware of the debt we owe to them. --




LESTER HALL & SONS

NICHOLAS

AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTING/
PLANT HIRE

BUILDING CONSERVATION

Carpentry
Cast iron
Leadwork
Limework
Masonry

Sash wind Silage making - Round Bale Silage
A4St WIICOWS Whole Crop Silage - Ploughing /re—seeding

Slurry/Muck spreading « Lime Spreading %

HISTORIC ROOF REPAIR
Tree Felling - Hedgecutting

Ballinlig, Beltra Tree surgery « Plant Hire
Co Sligo 5
Mobile: 087 2644518
087 9254255 087 2679919

M: 087 2447542
E: nicholasprins@gmail.com

-~

YOU...

suffering from financial
difficulties which are causing
hardship and distress?
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Accredited by the Adoption Authority of Ireland

Intercountry and Domestic
Adoption Assessments

Limited Post Adoption Support
and Fostering Assessments

Arabella House, 18D Nutgrove Office Park,
Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

T:01 2962200 | E: info@pact.ie
www.pact.ie

Funded by TUSLA Child and Fa
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HISTORIC BUILDING SPECIALISTS & AWARD
WINNING CHURCH RESTORERS SINCE 1918

www.jrainey.com

Ireland’s longest established fully insured

Steepleja(ks steeplejack company, our rope access techniques
have evolved from old traditional steeplejack skills.

Roofing contractors with over 60 years experience
Rooﬁng specialising in restoration of high architectural
buildings.

We are the largest installer of lightning protection

nghtnmg Protection and earthing systems in Ireland.

Our stonework expertise and extensive history
Conservation of restoration has earned us many conservation
accolades.

B i

Dublin Office: Balheary Road, Swords, Dublin, Ireland. Tel. +353 (1) 840 1515 Fax +353 (1) 840 2919 Email: info@jrainey.com
Belfast Office: 3A Upper Dunmurry Lane, Belfast, N. Ireland. Tel: +44 2890 351515 Fax +44 2890 351991 Email: jrainey1@btconnect.com
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CRISIS PREGNANCY SERVICES

(01) 216 6300 | info@here2help.ie

Arabella House, 18D Nutgrove Office Park,
Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte
Health Service Executive ~

Funded by HSE Sexual Health and Crisis Funded by TUSLA Child and Family Agency
Pregnancy Programme
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS LTD.

* Most suitably Appointed
Funeral Parlour Facilities Available

e All Preparations & Arrangement Made

* Repatriation to and from Ireland
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e Cremation Service

e Member of .LA.ED.

Telephone (091) 582349 |
Fax (091) 584469 I 51 HE REBUILD I
Funeral Parlour: 5T. PATRICK’S CATHE
Munster Avenue, Galway Bl 1) _,y <J L 1: ,
]b ri’\l.') AY, 'L- .k f El‘)*}";‘f’ B \

Parish News

23




Parish News
Parish News

=

25




Parish News
Parish News

26




Parish News

Ee 'f&.._‘ e
t
o ,V” 'r’ *‘ . ; ,iw v -——bﬁl‘

gSEamill Research Centre

www.mayoroots.com
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Safeguarding Trust

Co-Educational,
Church of Ireland
Boarding & Day School.

SCHOOL -1669 YEARS 2019 -

THE
e | 350
HOSPITAL

WE ARE MORE
THAN A SCHOOL

We are a close-knit, supportive community where *"‘W"!
everyone can thrive and flourish.

We are more than educators, we are here to lead the
way into new worlds of experience through sports,
the arts, global and local enrichment programmes,
including hands-on work with charities.

Above all, we are focused on the happiness and
wellbeing of every young person in our care.

New for 2019! Completion of boarding refurbishment
and continuous sports campus upgrades.

Contact our Admissions Team today and
experience the school for yourself with a
guided tour.

T +3531643 6564

E khadmissions@thekingshospital.ie

W www.kingshospital.ie

A Palmerstown, Dublin 20,
D20 V256, Ireland
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APPOINTMENTS

The Reverend Jennifer McWhirter, The Very Reverend Lynda Peilow, The Reverend Elaine Dunne,

Priest in Charge of the Killala
Union of parishes to be Incumbent
of the Aughaval Group of parishes.

Institution Friday 3rd April at 8pm
— Preacher: The Reverend Alan
Synnott. AllVelcome

Rector of Galway & Oughterard, to
be also Rural Dean of the parishes
in Tuam Diocese — from |st April.

assistant priest in the Omey Union
to be Rector of the Ballybay Group
of parishes, Co Monaghan, (Diocese
of Clogher).
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This is Sligo Grammar School, a Church of Ireland co-educational board-
ing and day school situated in the heart of Sligo Town, on the banks of
the Garavogue River, a stone’s throw from Lough Gill and Yeats’ Lake Isle
of Inisfree. The setting beautifully combines the easy pace of country life
with the buzz of a small but vibrantly cultural urban centre

The school takes full advantage of all the beautiful North West
coast has to offer. As well as going on field trips to experience the
history, geography and ecology of the area, students are
encouraged to make use of the river, lake and ocean through
timetabled and extra curricular activities. We have a kayaking
club and a rowing club, while surfing is part of our TY
programme.Other sports offered include rugby, hockey, soccer,
basketball and athletics.

Sligo Grammar School offers over 20 |
subjects at Leaving Cert. level with ~ ©"’
consistently excellent academic
results. In 2018 over 60% of our
students were offered University
places both at home and abroad.

Sligo’s rich cultural heritage is reflected in extra-curric-
ular activities such as debating and public speaking,
music, choir, chess, and evening trips to the theatre.

Throughout the year lunchtime concerts, public
debates, the school musical and focus events such as
. . Wellbeing Week, and Seachtain na Gaeilge allow our
&‘ students to develop their skills and grow emotionally
and intellectually.

Sligo Grammar School offers a rounded ed-
ucation which values all intelligences.
We pride ourself on our friendly, family at-
mosphere. The wellbeing of our students is
important and our pastoral care team
includes a Transition Year, Junior and
Senior School Co-ordinator, Guidance
Counsellor, Chaplain and Matron.

Bursaries)scholarshipsiand/grantslarelavaila

(Contactithelschoollfor{detailslat:Jadmin@sligogrammarschool’org loriphone 0
www!sligogrammarschool:orge" .
MriMichael[Hall[MISc!B.Ed"




